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Spring 2016 

 

COUNTY OF LYCOMING EMA QUARTERLY TRAINING 
(Emergency Management  Coordinators serving the municipalities of Lycoming County) 

 

The next County of Lycoming EMA Quarterly Training will be held on: 
 

THURSDAY - June 23, 2016 - 6:30 pm 
 

At 
 

LYCOMING COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
542 COUNTY FARM ROAD, SUITE 101 

   MONTOURSVILLE, PA   17754                  

 

TOPIC: Incident Command System (ICS) Refresher 
Instructor: Mark Nalesnik 

MEETING TOPIC DETAILS 
 

For the next EMA Quarterly Training we will be 

offering an Incident Command System (ICS)     

Refresher course. This course is designed to     

provide emergency and private sector responders 

with the information needed to use and             

implement the Incident Command System.  
 

This course is also designed to meet the needs of 

fire officers and managers with the                    

responsibilities to use, deploy, implement and 

function within a departmental ICS.  
 

This program addresses the need of the incident 

management systems, gives an overview of the       

structure and expandability of ICS, and an       

understanding of the command skills needed by 

departmental officers/managers to effectively use 

ICS. 
 

 Preregistration is required. You can register by 

calling Kelle Robinson at 570-433-4461. 
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FAREWELL FEARLESS LEADER! 
 

After over 40 years of service to Lycoming County, 
Richard Knecht is retiring! Richard started his career 
within the County in 1976 as one of the very first      
Telecommunicators for the new 9-1-1 system. After 
thirteen years in the 9-1-1 center, he took the position 
of Operations and Training Supervisor in Emergency 
Management. In 2007 took his current position as    
Lycoming County’s Emergency Management              
Coordinator. 
 
As part of his duties as County EMA Coordinator,   
Richard sits on the North Central Task Force board. 

Richard is very dedicated to ensuring a good  working relationship with the   
seven counties which make up this Task Force. He is part of several committees 
within the Task Force and was instrumental in obtaining many of the resources 
available to all of the counties within the Task Force.  
 
Richard is also required to attend quarterly    
trainings offered by the Pennsylvania Emergency 
Management Agency (PEMA). At the state’s      
recent Emergency Management Conference held 
at the Seven Springs Resort, Richard was          
recognized by PEMA for his outstanding years of 
service and he was presented a plaque by      
Richard Flinn, PEMA Director, and Fred Boylstein, 
PEMA Central Area Director. 
 
Please join us in wishing Richard a Happy          
Retirement and thank him for his years of service 
to Lycoming County and it’s citizens.  
 

Happy Retirement Richard!  

Richard being recognized at the State 

EM Conference. Here he is pictured 

with Richard Flinn and Fred Boylstien.  
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 WELCOME DAN! 
Lycoming County Department 
of Public Safety is happy to 
announce the addition of Dan 
Dorman as the new Lycoming 
C o u n t y  E m e r g e n c y         
Management Coordinator 
(EMC)/EMA Manager. With 

the retirement of Richard 
Knecht on June 10, 2016, 
Dan will be assuming the   
duties of County EMC on 
June 11, 2016. 

Dan has been employed with Lycoming County since 1991. He began 
his career with the County in the Department of Public Safety as the 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Training Coordinator. A few years 
later, he was promoted to EMS Program Manager. In 2001, he left   
Public Safety for a position as the Support and Services Manager with 

the County’s Resource Management Services. 

Mr. Dorman is a graduate of Lycoming College. He is currently serving 
as the Assistant Fire Chief for the Hughesville Volunteer Fire            
Department and he is a Township Supervisor for Penn Township. Dan is 
also an Instructor for Bucks County Community College. He teaches 
Rescue and EVOC classes throughout the area.  

Dan and his wife Brenda have been married for 25 years. They are the 
proud parents of two boys, Josh and Jarett. Josh is a Paramedic at  

Susquehanna Health and Jarett is graduating from High School on June  
3rd. The family enjoys camping together and raising Irish Setters. 

Please join the Department of Public Safety in welcoming Dan back to 
our family! We are excited to have him in his new position as Lycoming 
County EMA Manager! 
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Notes from the Director… 
 

It is a time of change at the Department of Public Safety.  First and foremost, I wish to extend a 

THANK YOU to Richard A. Knecht for his years of service in the realm of Public Safety to the Coun-

ty of Lycoming.  His effort to coordinate emergency management activities with the North Central 

Task Force neighboring counties has been most noteworthy.  We all wish him a happy and prosperous 

retirement!! 

 

Daniel N. Dorman will officially replace Richard Knecht as the County’s EMC on June 11, 2016.  Dan 

has a varied background of Fire/Rescue/EMS and Emergency Management experience.  Please take 

time to meet and greet Dan Dorman in his new role. 

 

As a County, we were very fortunate in the late winter and early spring of 2016.  No major blizzards, 

crippling ice storms or spring floods occurred.  Despite this welcome pause from severe weather, 

please do not let your guard down!  Keep in mind the Atlantic Coast Tropical Storm Season opened on 

June 1.   

 

Training and readiness go together hand-in-hand.    I do wish to thank all who attend SKYWARN 

training this year at DPS; the National Weather Service does appreciate your reports and observations. 

 

THANKS!   

 

 John @ DPS 

COGAN HOUSE TWP. IS STORM READY! 
 

Cogan House Township, under the guidance of 

their Emergency Management Coordinator, 

Iva Mae Guillaume, has once again, been    

designated as a StormReady community! 

Cogan House Township was originally       

designated as StormReady on September 10, 

2010. Mrs. Guillaume recently completed the 

renewal application for the Township to     

continue as a StormReady community until 

September 12, 2019.  

 

StormReady is a program offered by the      

National Weather Service (NWS) with a focus 

on building community resilience in the face of extreme weather events. Thanks to Iva Mae for 

her continued efforts to ensure the readiness and safety of the citizens within Cogan House   

Township and Lycoming County. 
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UPCOMING  EMA  CLASSES 
 

Classes listed below with an (*) are required for one or more of the certification levels for 

municipal Emergency Management Coordinators.  Attendees must register on-line or 
through the County EMA office.  Contact Kelle Robinson with any questions concerning 
these classes. 
 

INCIDENT COMMAND SYSTEM REFRESHERS COURSE (2 Offerings) 
 

  Thursday, June 23, 2016  6:30 pm - 9:30 pm, Lycoming County EMA Office 

   OR 
 Tuesday, July 12, 2016  6:30 pm - 9:30 pm, Lycoming County EMA Office 

 
RAIL CAR INCIDENT RESPONSE COURSE 
 

 Wednesday, September 28, 2016  8:00 am - 5:00 pm, Willing Hand Hose Company 
         821 Broad St., Montoursville 
 

Other Training Resources: 
 
PEMA TRAINING CALENDAR:      
 

 http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?
open=512&objID=5051&&mode=2 

 
PEMA (ON-LINE) TRAINING:  
     

 https://www.centrelearn.com/login_pa.asp 

 

FEMA (EMI) (ON-LINE) TRAINING:   
 

 http://training.fema.gov/IS/crslist.asp 

VACANT EMC POSITIONS 

 

In accordance with Title 35, all municipalities in the Commonwealth must have an 
Emergency Management Coordinator.  Currently, the following municipalities do not:   

 

ARMSTRONG TOWNSHIP 

MCHENRY TOWNSHIP 

PINE TOWNSHIP 

WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 

 

If you or anyone you know would be interested in this position, please contact the 
Lycoming County EMA office at 570-433-4461. 
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GETTING TO KNOW OUR EMCs 
 

For the next edition in the series of “Getting to Know Our EMCs”, we will be       

featuring Mr. Denny Buttorff.  Mr. Buttorff is the Emergency Management          

Coordinator for Jersey Shore Borough, Piatt Township, and Porter Township, as 

well as Mayor of Jersey Shore Borough, where one of his great joys is performing 

weddings for many couples in the Borough. 

 

Mr. Buttorff is a life long resident of Lycoming County with the exception of more 

than 21 years of military service. He graduated from Jersey Shore Area School    

District, followed by the George Washington School of Medicine as an Independent 

Duty Hospital Corpsman. Denny is also a graduate from Nuclear, Biological, and 

Chemical School and conducted research and development for biological and   

chemical decontamination for the Department of Defense, He is a member of many 

area organizations including the West Branch Emergency Management Association, 

the Masonic Blue Lodge, the Jersey Shore Chamber of Commerce, and the Lycoming County Radiological Team. 

 

Mr. Buttorff holds the Basic, Advanced, and Professional levels of  PEMA certification. In 2015, Denny retired from 

instructing EMT classes, PA State Fire Academy courses, and many other training courses within the  area. He  con-

tinues his work as an Authorized Lay Worship Leader at the Grace Lutheran and St. James Lutheran Churches.  
 

Denny and his wife, Ruth, have been married for 43 years. They are the proud parents of one son and two daughters.  

Ruth retired a year ago from her position as a Reading Teacher Aid. 
 

Lycoming County EMA would like to thank Mr. Denny Buttorff for his many years of service within the county and 

his community.  

SPRING EXERCISE HELD AT DPS 
 

Even though the state did not have their annual Spring Weather exercise this year, Lycoming 
County Department of Public Safety still held a Spring Exercise in our EOC at the Lysock       
Complex. The exercise consisted of  a scenario that was taken from an actual event that took 
place just outside of our County in Montour County. 
 
The scenario was that an unmanned JLENS blimp broke free from its tether at a military base in 
Maryland and was heading quickly toward Lycoming County. The 6,700 foot tether the blimp 
was dragging was taking out power lines and causing widespread destruction as it was losing 
altitude. The blimp eventually crashed down in a field outside of the Lysock Complex. 
 
Exercise participants were asked to find alternate routes for citizens and rescue personnel as 
the Federal Government shut down Warrensville Road. EOC staff was tasked with finding shel-
ter for those in need due to the power outages. A hazardous spill was also dealt with as a result 
of the blimp’s tether. 
 
The exercise was a great success! Thanks to all who participated in this annual event! 
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39th ANNUAL APPRECIATION BANQUET 
 

On March 31, 2016, Lycoming County Department of Public Safety held the 39th      
Annual Appreciation Dinner at the Holiday Inn in Williamsport.  
 

The guest speakers were Special Agent Kyle Moore, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI), and Trooper Mike Hutson, PA State Police and FBI Joint Terrorism Task Force. 
The program for the evening was titled: “The Coming Storm”. The program’s focus was 
on a gunman at a small college. The gentlemen spoke of various Active Shooter    
training programs being offered and of the 
amount of joint cooperation needed among 
the various local, state and federal agencies. 
All in attendance gained a new appreciation 
for the terror for people involved in an Active 
Shooter incident. 
 

The Lycoming County Department of Public 
Safety would like to thank all who attended 
this year’s event. We hope to see everyone 
next year! 

SUSQUEHANNA HEALTH  
MASS CASUALTY EXERCISE 

 

On April 21, 2016, Susquehanna Health      
conducted a full scale mass casualty exercise. 
The scenario for the exercise took place at the 
Little League Complex during the Little League 
World Series. The scenario consisted of two 
drones flying over the LLWS crowd and         
releasing a substance. A third drone enters a 
tunnel at Lamade Stadium and explodes. Mass 
casualties and injuries are reported. 
 

The Lycoming County alternate Emergency 
Operations Center at Third Street Plaza was 
opened to support this exercise. County EOC 

staff was joined by representatives from Susquehanna Health, PA State Police Central 
Intelligence, FBI, PA Department of Health, Williamsport Bureau of Fire, and the   
Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency. The EOC staff was evaluated during 
this exercise by Fred Boylstein, PEMA Central Area Director. 
 

Lycoming County would like to thank Susquehanna Health for overseeing this exercise. 
Thank you also goes out to all those who participated at our EOC.  
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Continued from page 10 
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WELL SITE INCIDENT INVESTIGATION COURSE 
 

On April 27-28, 2016, the Lycoming County Dept of Public Safety Gas Task Force hosted a WELL 
SITE INCIDENT INVESTIGSTION Course at Pennsylvania College of Technology and a wellsite in 
Anthony Township. 
 
This course provided the knowledge and competencies required for municipal first responders, 
private companies and contractors to successfully investigate wellsite incidents within their   
jurisdiction. 
 
Training in a realistic wellsite setting, participants receive the knowledge critical for conducting 
onsite investigations. They also build a familiarization with the typical equipment used during 
drilling, fracturing, snubbing, wireline and coil tubing operations.  The course also addresses the 
investigative techniques required to identify causation of wellsite incidents and environmental 
releases. Included in this training was the use of drones for investigative purposes. The drones 
were operated by Data Wing Analytics of San Antonio, TX. 
 
Fifty+ individuals attended the training representing multiple agencies. Some of the agencies 
that attended were local, state and federal law enforcement, the Dept of Environmental Protec-
tion and the Environmental Protection Agency, to name of few. 
 
This training was conducted by Wild Well Control of Houston, TX.  
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2015 QUARTERLY TRAINING 
 

 

COUNTY EMA STAFF 
 

Your County EMA staff is proud to serve you, and will always welcome your comments and 
suggestions to promote a better EMA community.  Please contact us at any time. 
 

  TELEPHONE:   570-433-4461 (local) 
      570-329-4061 (local) 
     

  EMAIL: ema@lyco.org  -  for general department email 

COUNTY EMA STAFF PHONE EMAIL 

Richard Knecht, 
EMA Manager (Up to June 10) 

570-329-4732 rknecht@lyco.org 

Dan Dorman, 
EMA Manager (Beginning June 11) 

570-329-4732 ddorman@lyco.org 

Craig Konkle, 
Energy Development Emergency  
Response Coordinator 

570-329-4724 ckonkle@lyco.org 

Kelle Robinson, 
Training & Operations Coordinator 

570-329-4723 krobinson@lyco.org 

Tommie Smith 
Administrative Assistant 

570-329-4722 tsmith@lyco.org 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!!! 
 

Just a reminder, this newsletter is written for you, the emergency responder in Lycoming County.  
If there is something that you wish to see in the newsletter or you have a story that you would like 
to share, please let us know.  We are always looking for ideas for upcoming newsletters! 

June 23 7:00 pm Thursday County EMA Office 

September 22 7:00 pm Thursday County EMA Office 

December 8 7:00 pm Thursday County EMA Office 


